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Waednesday, June 12, 2002

By Peter Sprigg

Whea Amerlaa’s Roman Cafholic
bishops meet in Dallss on Jime 13,
they will have a {of to talk about.
Finding better ways © eespond to
allegations of chid sexual absso will
be at tho top of the sgenda, ms well it
should. Bot tho Sishops shosid also
give careful consideration o lrs Hok
betweea homosexuality ad child
sexual abnse,

As the scanckl in the Calbolic

church has -unfoided, it kas growa
increasingly clear that boyy, rot gisla,
make up the vast majority of lose
sexuslly victimized by (exclusively
male) priesis. Al she same tlme, there
have been startling revelations of a
large and powerful  hoosexmal
subculitre smong priests. These
dovelopments suggest that ths real
problem is nelther prisstly cellbacy
#0s “a culture of soxual reprossion”
(;Nm::redpmﬁ),butklnud
the sexwal exploitation of misoss by
homosexual men.,

The Family Research Council bas
now comnocted the dols to stow (ke
evidence of a direct comelation
between and child
sexus] abuso—ons that exised lorg
before the priest scandals, In & paper
eatitled “Homosexuality and Child
Sexual Abuse,” axthor Dr. Timolhy J.
Dailey has documented thme key
facts:

* The vast majorkty of child

molesters are male (the Joarnal
.of Sex Research s that
“pedophilia does not exist, oc s
oxtremely rem, in womien ).

* The perceatsgo of the male
population that s homoserwal is

A missing moral link?
.Homosexual men may evolve into molesters - .

Guite small {only 2.5 percent of maks,
soording lo one estimate o the
jourmal Desographiy:

®  Since almont afl molesters are mea and
the vast mujority of mea are
heterosexual, ens would expest that

"peatly all of the children muolosted
would be glrls. However, this s not the
caso—in fact, s significant pecceatage
of (e victims of child sexual sbess are
boys (a study ic the Journal of Sex and
Hariral Therapy fcund that 35 percent
of male sex offenders had victimized
rmale children).

Taus, i appeass that less wmn threo
percent of the tolal male population
(nemely, men wha are homesexual) are
commilting over thirty percent of e total
child sexual abuse (aamely, that which is
commifted by men agsiast boys) Logic
thus soggests (haf ia proportion to their
numbers, Jomosexsl men are far mere
likely 0 bo child molesters than are
heterosexun] men.

The three leps of this argument (most
molesters are mery very fow mon s
homosexvsl; bul a third cf sex shuse cases
iavolve men molestizg  boys) are
csseniislly unoondested. So how do
homosexnal sclivists asoid the logical
conclsion? Only sy asserting IbM men
who nolest boys ase aot “omosexuals.”

They suppost this laim with two
arguments. One i tkal “pedoghilla” is
gomehow 2 separata sewusl orientztion unto
itsclf, unrelated to 2 *homusexnal® identity.
Yet s study of coavicted child molesters,
publbhed in e Archives of Sexua!
Behaviar, fovod (haz“e:ghty-six pecoat of

offenders against miks  cescribed
themso ives as homosaxual ct biseiaal.”

The sccond argmmeat is that ey
offender who hss evm engaged in
hetercssxual activity ~annotbe classifiedas
“homosexual,” Bul tHs overiooks the wide
renge of sexual beh-vor in which many
bomosexwals have eageged. Ironicaly,
when they find i in their interest,
homosexual activista will use @ much
broeder definition oE“zay"—for example,
counting as “gay ‘arenls’ even some
pecple who are sill im heterosex.al
marriages,

Other defensive sawments, like “"most
child sclesters aze nol homosegual® of
“most Romosexuals 4.e not child

The Family Ressarch Councli

‘has now connected the dots

to show the avicencaofa
direct corvelation bstween
homosaexuality ard child
sexual abuse.

molesters,” may be tuss, b1 are kvelevant,
The shocking figure is ths refative rate of
molestation by homasexvals, not the
sbsalute numbers, :

In addition to babavidal studies Bke
those sbove, the wrtligs of homosexual
tuthors demonsirate 1 stoag undercurrent
of fascination with wilas i euphemistically
called “intergencrsicnal love® Cay
sctivist David Thossac says, “Boy-lovers
were invelved in (heagny emovement from

the beginning.” Leadig sut.wlogies of

‘ .
“gay literature” premisentlly featurs stor
ebwat “the love of olfer mea for young
bays.” Panla Martinac. a lesbian writss for
the  Washington  bBlede, stecaily
acknowledged that'ammag some gay men,
“adult-youth sex is'viewed as an fraportant
agpect of gay culture,”

Saddest of all is the evidence that
ho-nogexdal child abuse is a vicious circle,
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incressing the chancesthat its victims will

besome homosexual tBemselves—and that
they will victimize sthers, Ome expert
regoris that “boys viel miz:d by older men
wero over four tenes mcre Bkely o be
cuzently engaged in homosexual activily.”
Asother study found thas 59 pezcent of
malo sex offenders against children
reyorted being a “vicl m of coatacl sexual
ab-ise as a child,” . )

The evidence is in—ho nosexuslity is a
clear risk factor for chiid sexual abuse, This

fael should impact our decisicns not anly

otz qualifications for the priesthood, but
alo on homosexual adoption, “gay-
friendly” policies in schools, amd “gay
rights” faws that force schoos, day care

cexers, aund yonth camps 0 hire.

homosexuals.

The “exclusionary™ policy of the Boy
Scouts is looking bette= all the Eme.

Peater Sprigg is semiom directos of Culure
Stadies at the Family Fesearch Conncil.
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